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Questions ? 
Type them in the chat & the 
moderator will read them to us. 
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Who am I?

www.msmadame.com
Twitter: @JeSuisMsMadame
jesuismsmadame@gmail.com
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Who are you?
Go to www.menti.com and use code 2540 8498 or 
use this QR code: 

● Which level do you teach? HS, MS, FLES, U, Pre-Service, Admin
● Which language(s)? 
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How comfortable are you with using thematic units? 
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What is your “why”?
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AP Themes
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IB Themes
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UN SDGs
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Global Themes
(Clementi & 
Terrill) 
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Textbooks
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•I knew I wanted the students to think about their 
own morning and evening routine

•Next, I wanted them to understand that routines do 
not vary much from country to country; routines vary 
by different economic circumstances

•I wanted them to realize how daily routines indicate 
inequalities in standards of living

•I also wanted them to assess their own standards of 
living in comparison to others in the world

How to can I move this 
unit from drab to fab???
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Resources & Inspiration ● Authentic 
Texts

● Spark 
Curiosity
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https://www.gapminder.org/dollar-street
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More resources...



More resources...



More resources...
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•I knew I wanted the students to explore the city topic first 
in terms of their own town

•Then, I wanted them to think of their own larger 
community

•Next, I wanted them to explore some cities in France & 
other Francophone cities

I wanted them to notice similarities and differences in the 
cities and think about what a city says about its people 

•I also wanted them to think about what’s important to be 
included in a city. 

How to can I move this 
unit from drab to fab???
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https://www.google.com/earth/
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Stretch Break!
Let’s take 5 minutes to stretch
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An EQ should be...
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Open-ended
● No one single answer
● Can’t memorize an answer
● Requires an explanation
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Important & Timeless
● Should spark curiosity
● Think critically
● Continue to think and process to 

come to an answer
● Come back to the question  over 

and over 
● Fun!
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Globally relevant 
● Students should explore 

themselves, their community & 
their world 

● Deepen the understanding of the 
target culture 
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Differentiated
● Students do not have to answer 

in the same way
● ALL students should be able to 

answer it 

(When making the question, ask 
yourself if your lowest-performing 
student could answer it)
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Asked & Answered in the TL
● Answers will vary with age & proficiency levels
● Students may not have sufficient language at the 

beginning of the unit to answer
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My “city” unit EQ evolution

● How are world cities different or similar than my town? (Good start, but 
something is missing)

● Why do we go places? (Better)
● What city places are important in our lives? (More open-ended)

Something was still missing! (These questions allow for compare/contrast and for 
why people go places.  I wanted students to think critically about what is important 
to have in a city.)
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❏ Open-ended
❏ Important & timeless
❏ Globally relevant
❏ Differentiated
❏ Asked & Answered in the TL
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https://padlet.com/kelly_karstrand/9fayz9kzv1hgc4mp

Let’s go to this Padlet 
and try to write an EQ 
or jot down some ideas 
to turn your theme 
fabulous!!

You will all have access to this after the 
session too!
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Circle how you are feeling:
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In one minute, 
write the most 
important thing from 
today’s 
session.
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