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Who am I?

■ HS Educators?
■ MS Educators?
■ Elementary Educators?
■ University Educators?
■ Pre-Service Educators?
■ Retired Educators?
■ Administration?
■ Currently using Thematic Units?
■ Proficiency with Thematic Units (Give me a 0 to 5)
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Who are you ?
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Today’s
Session
Goals

Address why to use thematic units

Explain the steps involved in thematic unit
planning

Show how to enhance existing units with real
communication, cultural empathy and diverse
world perspectives

Brainstorm ways that you can update your
thematic units
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WHY SHOULD WE USE
THEMATIC UNITS?
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MY
WHY

“I took French for 4
years and I don’t
remember a
thing…”
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CURRICULUM
DESIGN FOR
LEARNING

LANGUAGES IN
THE 21ST
CENTURY
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Clementi and Terrill, 2013
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Thematic Unit Mindset

■ Communicatively purposeful
■ Culturally focused
■ Intrinsically interesting
■ Cognitively engaging
■ Standards-based
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THINK OF A UNIT
YOU TEACH NOW
THAT JUST
SEEMS…DRAB

Go to this Menti to add your “drab” unit
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https://www.mentimeter.com/s/5ef9f1ff41629b5b6732bc5b25db8aff/70b5b7b517d0/edit%3F
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WHAT STEPS ARE
INVOLVED IN

PLANNING A THEMATIC
UNIT?
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THE KEYS TO
PLANNING FOR
LEARNING

BY
DONNA CLEMENTI

AND
LAURA TERRILL

AVAILABLE FROM ACTFL
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Steps:
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1. Choose a theme 2. Write an essential question 3. Determine unit goals

4. Create unit IPAs 5. Integrate the standards 6. Stock the toolbox
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STEP 1:

CHOOSE
A THEME
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Where to find themes:
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STEP 2:

WRITE AN
ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
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An EQ should …

■ open-ended
■ important & timeless
■ globally relevant
■ differentiated
■ asked & answered in the
target language
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An EQ should & will be revisited & revised as you continue to plan
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HOW DO WE ENHANCE
EXISTING THEMATIC

UNITS?
HOW DO WE UPDATE
TEXTBOOK UNITS?
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Novice high/Intermediate low unit:
Daily routine
(AKA: The reflexive unit)

■ generic list reflexive verbs
■ reflexive commands
■ generic beauty products
■ parts of the body/face
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The traditional “drab” unit:
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My thought process:
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• I knew I wanted the students to think about their own morning and evening routine
• Next, I wanted them to understand that routines do not vary much from country to
country; routines vary by different economic circumstances

• I wanted them to realize how daily routines indicate inequalities in standards of living
• I also wanted them to assess their own standards of living in comparison to others in
the world

https://www.gapminder.org/dollar-street/matrix
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The fab routine unit:
Theme & EQ
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The fab routine unit:
Goals
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The fab routine unit: IPAs

Karstrand www.msmadame.com ACTFL 2019

http://www.msmadame.com/


The fab routine unit:
Toolbox (Structures & Vocabulary)
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REMEMBER THE “DRAB”
UNIT YOU POSTED TO
MENTI?

Take 1 minute to discuss your ideas with
your teacher pals
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ANY IDEAS YET ON HOW
TO MAKE IT ”FAB”?

REMEMBER THE “DRAB”
UNIT YOU POSTED TO
MENTI?

Take 1 minute to discuss your ideas with
your teacher pals

ANY IDEAS YET ON HOW
TO MAKE IT ”FAB”?
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Novice mid unit: Where I go
(AKA: The city & the verb to go unit)

■ generic list of city places
■ conjugation of the verb “to go”
■ modes of transportation
■ directions
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The traditional “drab” unit:
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My thought process:
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• I knew I wanted the students to explore the city topic by first considering it in
terms of their own town.

• Then I wanted them to think of their own larger community (in this case, Chicago).
• Next, we could explore some cities in France and then explore other Francophone
cities.

• I wanted them to notice similarities and differences in the cities and to think about
what a city says about its people.

• I also wanted them to think about what is important to be included in a city.
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The fab city unit:
Theme & EQ
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The fab city unit:
Goals
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The fab city unit: IPAs
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The fab city unit:
Toolbox (Structures & Vocabulary)
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LET’S GO BACK TO OUR
“DRAB” UNITS

WHAT WE CAN DO
TOGETHER
TO MAKE THEM
“FAB”?
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The make a new “fab”
unit, ask yourself:
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■ Why am I doing this unit?
■ Why is it going to be good?
■ Why should I spend time on this unit?
■ Is it important?
■ Will it build my students’ communication
skills?

■ Can I address all 3 modes of
communication in this unit?
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MERCI BEAUCOUP!

PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS,

SUGGESTIONS
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