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Who are we ?
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Essential Questions: 

1. Why are vocab lists limiting? 
2. If I don’t use a vocab list, what do 

I use? 
3. How does my instruction change 

without a traditional vocab list? 



Poll Everywhere
Mobile: text KARENK615 to 22333

Tablet or laptop: pollev.com/karenk615
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How are vocabulary lists 
limiting? 
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How much vocabulary can be learned?

-4 to 5 bits of new information at a time
-Memory is lost if not transferred to long-
term memory
-Fewer words, multiple exposures 
-Multiple opportunities for students to 
speak and write using new words
(Sousa 2017 as quoted by Clementi and Terrill 2018)

What research says about vocab lists:
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Let’s make our lists 
fit our thematic 
objectives, 
not vice versa 
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Create your 
toolbox

3
Scaffold 
unit goals

1

Determine 
your theme

4
Create 

assessments

2
Essential 

questions
.
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Can Do Statements
Priority Vocabulary

Supporting Structures/Patterns
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Food & Drink Unit 
Can Do Statements

Interpretive
I can recognize 

words for food and 
drink 

Presentational
I can compare my 
food preferences 

to those of my 
classmates

Interpersonal
I can ask 

questions about 
others’ dietary 

habits

What do students need to do this in the target language? 
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Let’s make our lists 
fit our thematic 
objectives, 
not vice versa 
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Interpretive: I can recognize words for food and drink
Presentational: I can compare my food preferences to those of my classmates 
Interpersonal: I can ask questions about others’ dietary habits
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How does my instruction change without 
a traditional vocab list? 

Single word 
repetition

Long 
PowerPoint 
flashcards

Words in 
isolation
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1. Jump into an authentic resource
Songs and Videos
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1. Jump into an authentic resource
Infographics
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1. Jump into an authentic resource
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2. Have students add words they 
need/want/are relevant to them
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3. Utilize sentence starters so kids can use 
the words right away
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Toolbox Examples
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Toolbox Examples
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Please feel free to contact us with 
questions, comments, suggestions

Karen.Krueger@chsd218.org
jesuismsmadame@gmail.com (Kelly)
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And remember:
Keep your vocabulary


