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This presentation and materials for this project can
be found on my webpage:
www.msmadame.com

under the Documents tab at the top of the page
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Who am I?

■ High School?
■ Middle School?
■ Elementary School?
■ AP Teachers?
■ Administration?
■ Experience with PBL (Give me a 0 to 5)
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Who are you ?



Today’s
Session
Goals
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Give an overview of what Project Based 
Learning is

Explain the steps involved in setting up 
PBL

Show examples of how to proceed 
through the steps

Think of ways you can use this in your 
classes/adapt it to different 
levels/expand it
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Rationale:

■ Pursue the topics (within the AP framework)
that interest them
■ Take ownership of their learning
■ Be creative in the demonstration of their
learning
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We believed we would increase
student learning by creating
opportunities for students to:



“LEARNING IS CREATION,
NOT CONSUMPTION.
KNOWLEDGE IS NOT

SOMETHING A LEARNER
ABSORBS, BUT SOMETHING
A LEARNER CREATES.”
(THE CENTER FOR ACCELERATED

LEARNING)
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“FACTS AND KNOWLEDGE
FROM MY MOUTH TO YOUR
BRAIN END UP SOMEWHERE
ON THE FLOOR IN BETWEEN

US”

LAURA TERRILL
(KIND OF PARAPHRASING HERE, BUT

YOU GET THE IDEA)
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THE BRAIN GETS ENERGIZED BY…
Social Learning:

The brain is a social organ

Inquiry Learning:
When our curiosity is

sparked, our engagement is
heightened.
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We also wanted students to:

■ Share their learning with their peers
■ Learn from their peers as they listened and collaborated in groups
■ Use a variety of technologies
■ Contribute to the creation of success criteria for project check
points and final

■ Think critically as they researched and read a variety of sources
■ Think creatively as they developed an answer to their driving
question
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“In PBL, students are pulled through the curriculum by a
meaningful question to explore, an engaging real-world problem to
solve, or a challenge to design or create something. They ask
questions about the topic and develop their own answers. To
demonstrate what they learn, students create products and make
their work public to people beyond the classroom.”

(PBL Starter Kit)
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GOLD
STANDARD PBL
BUCK INSTITUTE FOR

EDUCATION
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1. Weekly research (50 minutes IN
class; 50 minutes OUTSIDE of class)

2. Weekly share & feedback

■ Thinking maps

■ Menti

■ The Final Word Discussion

■ Round Robin

■ Fishbowl

■ Decision Making

■ Book Creator

■ Google Forms
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Students make
some decisions
about the project,
including how
they work and
what they will
create.
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1. INTEREST
SURVEY:
Students are asked to
take a Google Survey
asking which of the
recommended contexts
within the AP theme of
« Global Challenges »
they were interested in
learning more about.
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The project
features real-
world context- or
speaks to the
students’
personal
concerns,
interests and
issues in their
lives.
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2. Brainstorming topics to research
Using the results of the Google survey, students were
grouped with other students who were interested in
studying the same contexts. Groups are given butcher
paper and asked to brainstorm topics within the context.
Students are given a choice of Thinking Maps to
brainstorm (Circle Map, Bubble Map). They have a
diagram and explanation of Thinking Maps from which to
choose.
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Students engage
in a rigorous,
extended process
of asking
questions, finding
resources and
applying
information.
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3. LRC Research
4. Intro to Learning
Log

As a class, students meet in
the Learning Resource
Center with the LRC staff.
They are instructed on how
to use the school
database and using only
reputable, educational
sources for research.

Learning Logs (done in
Numbers)will be checked in
weekly
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The project is
framed by a
meaningful
problem to solve
or a question to
answer, at the
appropriate level
of challenge.
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5. Formulating a
driving question
To introduce students to the idea of
a good driving question, they will
be given a random list of solid
driving questions and non-driving
questions. They will be asked to
determine which are solid and
which are not and back up
their responses.

Using this list, they
will formulate a definition of what
makes a good, solid, driving
question.

I will share my list of Six Essential
Defining Characteristics of Essential
Questions to make sure all of the
characteristics are listed.

Finally, students will begin a draft of
their own driving question.

Karstrand Atelier d’hiver 2019 www.msmadame.com



Students and
teachers reflect
on the
effectiveness of
their inquiry and
project activities,
the quality of
student work,
obstacles and
how to overcome
them.
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6.  The Final Word 
Discussion
The purpose of this discussion
format is to give each student in the
group an opportunity to have
his/her ideas, understandings and
perspective enhanced by hearing
from others.
Choose one quote/sentence from an
article that you consider to be the
most significant from your research
thus far. It should be a
quote/sentence that stands out to
you as being very important to your
research or very meaningful in
general. You should be able to talk
about your quote for about 2-3
minutes.
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Students give,
receive and use
feedback to
improve their
process and
products.
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7. Driving Question
Refinement

Round Robin Brainstorming

ROUND 1: What ideas/concerns come to 
mind in thinking about your peers’ driving 
question?  What questions do you have?

ROUND 2: What ideas/concerns come to 
mind in thinking about your peers’ driving 
question?  What questions do you have?

ROUND 3: What ideas/concerns come to 
mind in thinking about your peers’ driving 
question?  What questions do you have?

It is absolutely necessary to have a
strong driving question in order to
complete the project successfully.
Some students struggled with this
concept so we decided to focus the
weekly sharing/reflection on refining
the driving question.
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8. Learning Log
Feedback:
Fishbowl You are going to present what you have

accomplished in your research thus far

Required elements to include in your
presentation:

■ Driving Question

■ Key Research

■ Please include at least 5 different pieces
of textual evidence that are significant to
your learning.

■ Analysis/New Connections

■ Includes a speaking component
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9: Project Check
in: iBook Creator



1. In thinking about your learning in its
entirety with this project, what aspects
of your research should your peers know
about?

2. Why might this topic or question matter
to you?

3. Why might it matter to people around
you (family, friends, city, nation)?

4. Why might it matter to the world?
Questions to Consider when deciding on
your final product:
■ What is one or more possible solutions to

the problem you researched?
■ How can you display your ability to

problem solve and/or innovate?
What should be the criteria for success?
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10. Brainstorm
Final Project



Students make
their project work
public by
displaying and/or
presenting it to
people beyond
the classroom.
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MERCI BEAUCOUP!

PLEASE CONTACT ME WITH
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS,

SUGGESTIONS
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